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Why do I Study English? 

          Mika Tominaga (1 年 10 組 富永美嘉) 

The first time I heard the name J.M.W Turner, I was sitting in a café, flipping through an art magazine while 

waiting for my dad. I came across a quote: "Light is therefore color." Simple, yet profound, it resonated with 

me in a way I hadn't expected. I wondered who this Turner was, and what kind of mind could condense such 

wisdom into a few words. That thought stayed with me long after I left the café. A few weeks later, I saw a 

poster about an art museum hosting an exhibition of Turner’s works. Though I had never been to an art 

museum before, my curiosity was piqued, so I decided to go. As I wandered through the museum, I was 

fascinated with a painting that seemed to glow. The colors danced across the canvas in a way that made my 

heart moved . In that moment, everything clicked—Turner’s quote about light and color wasn’t just a clever 

phrase, it was a way of seeing the world. His paintings weren’t just images, but they were windows into a 

deeper reality, speaking directly to the soul. 

 

I came to see that art is born from the depths of the human heart. When our basic needs are met, and where 

we start seeking a connection to our inner world. People choose to use language to describe it, and the 

English spoken by most people has become many carriers that carry people's artistic world. English became 

the key to unlocking a deeper understanding of cultural treasures that have influenced the world, and I 

decided to owner the key. So, I began to study English. English became more than just a language to me, it is 



an important tool for me to open the door to art, and it is an art in itself. Through English, I can grasp the 

nuances and emotions that might have been lost in translation of the explore the works of other artists, 

writers, and thinkers who have shaped the cultural landscape. Therefore, English is the key to my pursuit of 

the inner world and a kind of spiritual world I pursue. Only 26 letters are used to form a language, just like 

the notes on the piano score, which is used to express music, but it is also music itself. 

 

Moreover, learning English has allowed me to connect myself with people from different cultures and 

backgrounds. It has given me access to literature, music, and art that have shaped societies across the globe. 

By learning English, I’m not just studying a language; I’m opening myself to a world of ideas and experiences 

that enrich my understanding of the world. My interest in J.M.W. Turner was just the beginning of a much 

larger journey. Through English, I’ve been able to connect myself with the beauty and depth of art and 

culture on a global scale. Learning English isn’t just about mastering a language, it’s about how to find the 

emotion in human hearts, and that’s why I study English. 


